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Cy Twombly Photographs

Lyrical Variations
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Cy Twombly Photographs: Lyrical Variations
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I think of myself as a Romantic symbolist. —— Cy Twombly

A 17th-century palazzo, a cabbage and wilting flowers on a marble table, an artist’s studio scattered with paints,
papers and a painting in progress, a view of the calm Tyrrhenian Sea. For Cy Twombly, the subjects of his photo-
graphs are the things and scenes of his daily life. They depict the actual world bathed in soft, pale light, but with an
air like images lying in the hazy depths of the memory, which inspires longing and adoration in the viewer. The image
in the photograph is one where colors and shapes intermingle, and as ambiguity veils the actualities, a bunch of tulips
becomes a work of classical Roman sculpture, a still life easily transforms into a landscape, and in the process, we the
viewers find our vision freed, our eyes opened to new and larger realms.

This exhibition brings together 100 photographs taken by one of the 20th century’s acclaimed artists, Cy Twombly
(1928-2011), over six decades, starting from 1951. With the full cooperation of the Nicola Del Roscio Foundation and
the Nicola Del Roscio Archives, we are proud to bring to Japan this long-awaited exhibition. Also on display will be
three paintings, four sculptures, four drawings and 18 prints that further help us understand Twombly works across all

the media the artist worked in, and the photographs shed clearer light on the vision that runs through all of his oeuvre.
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2. Tulips, Rome 19854 fE AJi

3. Still Life, Black Mountain College 19514F {EAjik

4. Sperlonga IV, Sperlonga 20104 {E Ajik
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